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¡Aquí aprendemos español!
After nearly a year of planning and 

fundraising, it has finally come to 
pass: “Here, we learn Spanish!” Thanks to 
all who have supported this initiative with 
their time, enthusiasm and financial con-
tributions, we achieved our initial goal of 
raising $40,000 to begin Spanish language 
instruction at Burns Park! Señora Eileen 
Orta-Alfonso was excited to start working 
with our children in late March 2006, and 
she is not the only one to be excited.

Meet Señora Orta-Alfonso

The survey we circulated last year in-
dicated that Burns Park parents were very 
interested in bringing Spanish language 
instruction to our school. Our principal, 
Kathy Morhous, and the Burns Park teach-
ers gave crucial support to this effort. After 
a huge fundraising push, and extensive 
talks with AAPS, we were able to move 
forward with hiring a language instructor 
and beginning the program this spring.

We were fortunate to find an excellent 
candidate in our very midst (see feature 
below). Sra. Alphonso was already work-
ing with ESL students here, and was eager 
for the chance to introduce Spanish-lan-
guage lessons to the school. Our program 
is modeled after an existing program at 
Pittsfield Elementary, and Sra. Alfonso 
worked with the language teacher there 
to develop her curriculum.

At the moment, first- and second-
grade students are receiving three or four 
twenty-minute lessons a week, and the 

response has been great. Children have 
been talking excitedly about the lessons 
at home, and even those who rarely talk 
about their school day have begun to 
spontaneously drop Spanish phrases into 
conversation!

Upper grades currently receive one ses-
sion a week, and each year one more grade 
will be added to the full schedule. The les-
sons are integrated into the regular class-
room curriculum and are not designed to 
take time away from other key subjects or 
special classes like art or music. As a bo-
nus, many teachers have been excited by 
the opportunity to learn Spanish them-
selves.

Our program has attracted attention 
elsewhere as well: two other Ann Arbor 
elementary schools have expressed inter-
est in developing similar programs. Since 
our original hope was that the Burns Park 
program would be a pilot for a district-
wide initiative, this is great news.	 4

Eileen Orta-Alfonso is a familiar 
face at Burns Park: before becom-

ing our Spanish language instructor, 
she served as ESL tutor and noon-

hour supervisor. Sra. Alfonso 
began her teaching career 
eleven years ago in Puerto 
Rico, where she taught math-
ematics and was department 
head at a private school. Since 
moving to Saline five years 
ago, Sra. Alfonso has taught 
Spanish at a number of pri-
vate elementary schools in the 
Ann Arbor area.

A native speaker of Spanish, Sra. 
Alfonso already had relationships with 
many of the students she is now seeing 
in the classroom. In conversations with 
parents, she is especially enthusiastic 
about implementing a language cur-
riculum which immediately encourages 
kids to use their Spanish in everyday 
situations, and which is linked to the 
broader classroom curriculum. Sra. Al-
fonso is also pleased that she can now 
enlist our school’s many native Spanish 
speaking students as helpers, encourag-
ing their classmates to keep using the 
words they have been learning.	 4

Did you know....
...that Burns Park Elementary has the 
3rd largest Spanish-speaking student 
population (in an elementary school) 
in the district? This kind of program 
often benefits these children in many 
ways, leading to improved academic 
achievement in other areas.

...that many other elementary schools 
in our district have long-standing par-
ent-funded enrichment?

...that our program was originally of-
fered as a pilot for the district with the 
vision of foreign language education 
during the school day becoming a real-
ity for all AAPS elementary students?



Our story so far...
In the spring of 2005, we decided to in-

vestigate why foreign language is not part 
of our public school elementary education 
and what it would take to make that hap-
pen. We contacted the school, the district 
offices and talked with parents from other 
schools who also had interests in language 
programs. What we learned is that given 
the budget environment at present and 
in the near future, the Ann Arbor Public 
Schools District is not able to fund for-
eign language programs in the elementary 
schools. We also learned that our prin-

cipal and her staff are very supportive of 
having foreign language instruction inte-
grated into the daily curriculum for the 
children at our school.

To gauge community interest and sup-
port, we surveyed all Burns Park parents 
during the summer of 2005; we received 
overwhelmingly positive responses to the 
idea of having foreign language taught to 
every student, during the school day. By 
our estimates, about 210 families had 
children attending Burns Park at the time 
of the survey; 111 responded, with 94% 
supporting the idea.

Initially, we hoped to start the program 
as a pilot project for the entire district, 
with support for the program drawn from 
pooled contributions along with business 
and grant support. While we were not 
able to launch the program in this way ini-
tially, we still hope that the program will 
prompt other schools to consider joining 
us in this effort.

The final green light came from the 
District in the fall of 2005; they agreed 
to allow language instruction to be inte-

grated into the school day at Burns Park, 
if we provided 100% of the funding for 
an instructor. This was a significant step 
in the right direction. Instead of language 
being yet another after-school program 
for a few who could manage to fit it in 
their schedule or budget, all children at 
the school would learn together, during 
their regular school day.

Fundraising began December 2005, 
and by January 31, 2006 we had reached 
our first fundraising goal of $40,000 
through contributions from families at 
the school and their friends, neighbors 
and relatives. An instructor was hired 
in March and Spanish instruction was 
added to the curriculum at Burns Park on 
March 23, 2006!!!!!!!

We became Burns Park Foreign 
Language Initiative (BP-FLI) when we 
formed the non-profit corporation with 
the State of Michigan. Our current board 
is listed in the box at left. We hold regular 
meetings where we introduce the com-
ments and feedback from families, so we 
like to hear from you!	 4

BPFLI Board
Helen Starman, chair
Sue Cutler, vice chair
Fei Fei Metzler, treasurer
Suzanne Ross, secretary
Cindy Bott
April Gago
Julie Lawson Timmer
David Lowenschuss
Steve Norton
Kathy Sample

Survey

How would you rate the potential of 
the foreign language program to enrich 
your child’s education?
1	 2	 3	 4	 5
low				    high

How do you feel the Spanish program 
went this spring?
1	 2	 3	 4	 5
badly		  ok		  great!

If you would like us to contact you 
personally to discuss any questions or 
concerns, please write your name and 
phone number below.
_____________________________
_____________________________

You can also take this survey 
on the web at www.bpfli.org!

What comments have you heard from others about this program?
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

Do you have any suggestions for improvements to this program?
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

Are you planning on supporting foreign language instruction next year by making a 
personal donation? If yes, can you guess at the amount you might be able to contrib-
ute? (If you are not planning to contribute, would you please share why not?)
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

What kinds of fundraising methods most appeal to you? (circle all that apply)

Mail and email contacts      Phone contacts      Formal events (black tie, silent auction)

    Organized events (concerts, performances, etc.)

Please return to:
BPFLI

2201 Brockman Blvd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48104


